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Team effort keys Geneva victory

By Chris Walker
Daily Herald Correspondent

Posted Sunday, November 05, 2006

Geneva made some big plays on
offense, a few huge stops on
defense and received stellar play
from kicker/punter Brian
Maurovich on Saturday
afternoon.

ELECTION 2006

are you ready?

N4 cick o leam more
The result was an exhilarating

21-13 victory over visiting
Hubbard in a Class 6A second-
round playoff game. The Vikings
will play at Oswego in the
quarterfinals next week.

“They’re good,” Geneva coach
Rob Wicinski said. “They don’t
go 9-2 and give (St.) Rita a heck of a game and beat a tough Fenwick team because they’re
slouches.”

Democrat

Republican

Geneva (10-1) struggled offensively in the first half but did come up with one clutch play to
take an early 7-0 lead. On fourth-and-3 at the Hubbard 4-yard line, quarterback Shaun
Ratay connected with a wide open Pat Schiller. Maurovich’s kick made it 7-0.

Hubbard (9-2) responded late in the first quarter on an 11-yard run by Robert Hughes.
Surprisingly, the Greyhounds went for the 2-point conversion, failed, and Geneva remained
on top 7-6.

It looked like the Greyhounds were heading into the end zone midway through the second
quarter, but the Geneva defense would not allow it. On a fourth- and-goal on the Geneva 1,
Hughes, who is expected to play for a major Division | program next fall, was stopped in his
tracks.

The Greyhounds wouldn’t be denied on their next possession as they turned to some
trickery. Quarterback Sean Catthouse pitched the ball to Hughes who scampered to his
right, set his feet and lobbed a 25-yard touchdown to Darius Purcell with 41.9 seconds left in
the first half for a 13-7 lead.

“The first half we sort of lost field position,” Wicinski said. “We thought we had some things
that were working, and they were there, but we just didn’t execute.”

Neither team was able to score in the third quarter. Geneva enjoyed better field position but
struggled in running the ball, while Hubbard found itself beginning drives at the 3- and 14-
yard lines.

Finally, in the fourth quarter, the Vikings turned to a combination that has been deadly on
opponents all season — Ratay to Mike Mayszak.

On the einhth nlav of a drive that henan late in the third aniarter. Ratav’'s eves nearlv came



“When (the defense) bit, oh yeah my eyes lit up,” Ratay laughed. “But then | was like, ‘I
threw it too short so get there.’ae”

The point after by Maurovich gave Geneva a 14-13 lead with 11:22 remaining.

Although 6:26 remained, the Greyhounds decided to try to convert a fourth-and-3 from their
own 15-yard line, and again they were denied as Hughes ran right into Geneva’s Josh
Brennan.

“l saw the play coming towards me and we all flowed and | hit him,” Brennan said. “We
stopped him, got the momentum and won the game.”

The momentum resulted in Ratay scrambling for a 12-yard touchdown. The 6-foot-7 senior
dove onto the pylon at the corner of the end zone for a 21-13 lead.

“I've been waiting for a pylon-dive all season,” he said. “When | got to about the six | was
like ‘Here it comes this is it,’ and | just took off.”

While Maurovich’s three point after kicks were important, so were his kickoffs and punts.
The Greyhounds only netted 12 return yards on his nine punts and kicks.

“He’s awesome,” Wicinski said. “He’s a good punter and he gets the ball in and out, and
when you've got a weapon like that you can play some field position.”

Geneva will play its first road game next week since Oct. 6.

* Printable version
* E-mail story to friend
* Return to Local Sports front

Buy a Daily Herald Ad Link

Lower Blood Pressure

Doctors agree, it's a safe and natural way to Lower Blood Pressure
www.resperate.com

Fathead Sports Graphics

The Ultimate Gift For The True Fan. Show Your Team Colors With Fathead.
www.fathead.com

See Donald Trump Live!™
Learn How To Get Rich And Become A Millionaire™™TMTMTMTMTM TMTM TM TM
www.learningannex.com



